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_____________________________________________________________________________
Photography Students of the Month…
Every month a photography student from each level is chosen as the Photography Student of the Month. Students that receive this recognition are hardworking, motivated and constantly searching for means of improving their craft! Check out the Photography Students of the Month for November!

Photography 1-2 Student of the Month: Mariah Thomas
Mariah Thomas is currently in her second year of photography. As a Discovery student, Mariah demonstrated her extreme passion for photography through her wonderful explorations within the craft. Currently as a Photography 1-2 student, Mariah has fallen in love with the added challenges presented as an advanced student. Mariah thoroughly enjoys the technical side of photography and prides herself in her demonstration of perfection. Mariah spends many days after school to further her artistic development. She is one of the most dedicated students the photography program has known.
Photography 3-4 Student of the Month: Megan Craig
Megan Craig is currently in her second year of photography as an advanced 3-4 student. Megan was born an artist. She loves the creation process so much, she can’t get enough of it! Many times you can find Megan working in the darkroom during her lunch, her study hall and even after school. Megan prides herself in her tremendous work ethic, and always being one step ahead of her peers. It is because of the fact that Megan usually completes all of her assignments ahead of schedule that she has become a wonderful peer leader. She is regularly helping others with their darkroom technique. Megan is an absolute pleasure to have in class.
Photography 5-6 Student of the Month: Ryan Hamlin
Ryan Hamlin is currently completing his fourth year of photography as an advanced 5-6 student. Ryan is a creative and innovative artist who is continuously looking for ways to grow within his craft. In addition to being an accomplished athlete in golf, Ryan manages to devote a significant amount of time on his photography. Recently, Ryan’s work has been focused on stereotypes and the hidden messages people send one another through dress and poise. Ryan isn’t afraid to challenge his viewers to think outside of the box. This is what makes Ryan an inspiring and interesting artist.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Photography Students Featured at Curriculum Night

On Tuesday, December 1st, Streamwood High School will be housing its annual curriculum night. This evening is organized to introduce incoming middle school students into the high school arena. Every year, the art department designs a wonderful and interactive display showcasing the innovative creations of current 2009-2010 art students. 
That evening, future students and parents will be able to witness high school students in action, throwing on the wheel, drawing, painting and photographing. We will also have display boards filled with current work, and show a wonderful video featuring photography and cartoon animation work. This is a fantastic opportunity for the art department staff to show off their brilliant students!
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Photography 1-2: The Ache for Digital

A common question among photography 1-2 students today… “Ms. Cress, when do we get to shoot digital?!” 
As our photography 1-2 students begin to settle into their means of production, they have begun to ache for further challenges. In the very near future, we will be taking a brief break from the darkroom to learn the ins and outs of Adobe Photoshop and digital photography. In the photography world, I believe it is crucial for students to have a thorough understanding in all arenas of the craft. A student who is well-rounded in traditional wet technique and digital manipulation is bound towards artistic success. After students gain a thorough understanding of the tools and techniques of Adobe Photoshop CS2, we will spend the remainder of the year alternating traditional black and white projects with digital assignments. This will give students experience in both worlds of photography.

Students who are interested in Adobe Photoshop, but may not have the means to afford their own personal copy on their home computer, may consider downloading gimp. Gimp is free software that is extremely comparable to Photoshop. Check it out today!  www.gimp.org/
_____________________________________________________________________________
Photography 3-4: Shrinky Dinks! Yes, they still exist.

Many of you at home probably recall the age of the shrinky dink. As a young girl, I absolutely loved cutting out these tiny works of art and watching them shrink in the oven. These days, the shrinky dink lives on…through the creative eyes of our advanced photography 3-4 students. Photography 3-4 students will be planning and executing a project in which they will display elements of life that they have taken for granted. They will shoot digital images that represent these elements, print them onto shrinky dink material, and then over bake them to create a crumpled up effect. These miniature sculptures will create a visual metaphor that symbolizes the practice of crumpling something up and throwing it away…only to realize later that you have taken that item for granted.
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Photography 5-6: Public Displays of ART 
Currently, photography 5-6 students are planning a large scale design project featuring their viewpoints on a controversial issue of their choice. Students will imagine that they are being commissioned to create a larger-than-life mural of their work to display in a bustling area of Chicago. Keeping in mind the viewership involved in the display of their work, students will create a digital composition that is thought-provoking and inspiring. The strongest pieces created will be printed large-scale and displayed within Streamwood High School.

Image: Guernica, By Pablo Picasso, 1937, Oil on Canvas, Museo Reina Sofia, Madrid
_____________________________________________________________________________
Illinois Art Education Association Conference = Bragging Opportunity for Streamwood
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November 5th – 7th is the annual Illinois Art Education Association Conference, in which art instructors from around the state gather to present the wonderful events happening within their classroom environments. This year, I have been asked to present numerous times regarding my photographic approaches at Streamwood High School. During my time presenting, and attending others’ presentations, I look forward to sharing my many professional successes, in addition to learning new and innovative techniques to bring to Streamwood students. Following are the presentations I will be making as a representative of U-46:

Let’s Get Digital! Using Dreamweaver in the Visual Arts Classroom

Saturday, November 7th, 10:00 - 10:45am, Aspen Room 
Saturday, November 7th, 2:15 - 3:00pm, Aspen Room 

Artist Sketchbook’s: The New Formative Assessment Tool



Friday, November 6th, 11:00 – 11:45am, Aspen Room


Friday, November 6th, 2:15 – 3:00pm, Aspen Room

Artist Postcards: The Continuation of an Artistic Adventure 
Saturday, November 7th, 3:15 - 4:00pm, Aspen Room 
Within each of these presentations, I will be sharing the exemplary work of Streamwood High School photography students. Soon after the conference, I will be posting video clips from my presentations for public viewing on my personal website: sarahcress.com. Tune in soon to see me in action!

For a copy of the IAEA conference newsletter, feel free to visit: http://ilaea.org/iaea/pdf/ConfMosaic.pdf
_____________________________________________________________________________
Final Exams

November crept up on us, and before you know it, students will anxiously be awaiting the first snow fall. Accompanying the cold weather, is the impending thought of final exam time…an ever distant, yet daunting period in the minds of Streamwood students.

In the photography classroom, students continue their project-based practice when final exams roll around. Instead of an intimidating multiple choice exam, photography students are given the added challenge of researching, presenting and creating. Following are brief descriptions for photography 1-2, 3-4 and 5-6 exams. Detailed directions for all levels can be found in the photography handbooks owned by all enrolled students. Be sure to ask your student today about what they are doing to prepare for their final exam experience in January.
Photography 1-2…

Photography 1-2 students will be asked to research a historical photographer of their choice. Students will write an extensive research paper featuring their chosen artist, and present their findings during the final exam period.

Photography 3-4…

Photography 3-4 students will be asked to research a contemporary photographer of their choice. Students will write an extensive research paper featuring their chosen artist, and create ten photographic images that emulate the style of their chosen artist. Students will present their work and their findings during the final exam period. 

Photography 5-6…

Photography 5-6 students will be producing a digital portfolio of their strongest work first semester. Students will design a dvd case and cd label to house their digital media. Additionally, students will prepare a resume and artist statement.  Students will share their work with their peers during the final exam period.

_____________________________________________________________________________
If you have any questions or concerns about your student’s photographic experience at Streamwood High School, please do not hesitate to contact me. I look forward to hearing from you!                                                                       
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Sarah Cress

Photography Teacher

sarahcress@u-46.org
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