Streamwood High School Photography, Ms. Cress

Writing a Formal Analysis…
Give me the details… 

Write down the specifics of the work. This includes the title, the artist, media, size, year and any other information that may be provided.

What is it… 

Summarize the overall appearance of the photograph. What is the subject matter? Where was the image taken?

Look closer… 

Describe the details of the image. Describe how your eye moves around the composition and why it moves in that particular direction. Also describe what steps you believe were taken to create such an image.

Think harder…

Discuss the symbolic references within the image. How do elements such as composition, gesture, color, lighting and environment influence the meaning of the piece?

Now reflect… 

Write your overall impressions of the photograph. What draws your eye to that particular image? Why do you find it interesting? What questions pop up in your mind when viewing it?
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Photography by Sarah Chambers

